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the religious circles of his youth.1 Certainly it was not a tenet
that either the Old Testament or the Scribes emphasized par-
ticularly, but it had a place both in the Scriptures 2 and in
the Schools,3 and was a source of religious poetry, as the Psalms
of David and the Psalms of Solomon testify. In such passages
it is no doubt the whole of Israel that is meant by the term
the son of God, but during the post-exilic period the phrase was
also used in a special sense of the godly man. This is not
without its significance for the study of the career of Jesus
and the beginnings of the Christian movement.4
Anyone who will compare such passages as the following :
(a) Whom have I in heaven but thee ?
And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.
My flesh and my heart faileth,
But God is the strength of my heart and my refuge for ever.
(Ps. Ixxiii. 25 ff.)
(b) As the hart panteth
After the water brooks,
So panteth my soul
After thee, O God.
(Ps. xlii. 1.)
with the sayings of Jesus concerning the love of God and faith
in Him, will find these Gospel utterances much more Jewish
than they seem when compared with the complicated subtleties
of the sopherim. The early Christians, who never held that
Jesus first discovered and proclaimed the aspect of Jahweh
reflected in the Psalms, showed a surer sense of reality than
many of the moderns. Renan once wrote,5 " The direct Father-
hood of God—there you have the whole theology of Jesus " ; but
it was equally that of many a godly Jew in Jesus' day. It
1	CCLXXIX, ii, 202 ff., gives numerous texts.
2	Pirke Aboth, iii, 5, cites Deut. xiv.  1 :   " Ye are the children of
Jahweh, your God."    In 2 Sam. vii. 14 Jahweh says of David :  " I will be
his father and he shall be my son."    Cf. Jer. ii. 27 ; iii. 4 ; Mai. i. 6, which
places the two feelings of the pious Jew for his God side by side : " A son
honoureth his father, and a servant his master :  if then I be a father, where
is mine honour?   and if I be a master, where is my fear? "    Cf. also
Ps. Ixxxix. 25-6 :  " I will set his hand also on the sea, and his right hand
on the rivers.    He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my rock and my
salvation."    Isa. i. 2 ;   xlv. 11 ;   Ixiii. 8, 16.
3	Pirke Aboth, v, 20, attributes the following exhortation to Jehuda
ben Tema, who lived in the second half of the second century a.d. :
ct Be as strong as a leopard and as swift as an eagle, as agile as a deer and as
strong as a lion, to do the will of thy father who is in heaven."    In spite of
the late date I see no reason for postulating Christian influence.
4	CCLXVII, i, 401 ff., points out that the first Christians did not regard
this notion of the fatherhood of God as peculiar to Jesus.
5	CCCIS 76.

